Safeguarding and Welfare Requirement: Safety and Suitability of premises, environment and equipment.
Providers must take reasonable steps to ensure the safety of children, staff and others on the premises.

Health
The provider must promote the good health of the children and staff in the setting.

Hadleigh Parkside Pre-school
8.1(a) Health and Safety – COVID-19 Coronavirus
Policy statement
We believe that the health and safety of children is of paramount importance. We make our setting a safe and healthy place for children, parents, staff and volunteers.

· We aim to make children, parents, staff and volunteers aware of health and safety issues to minimize hazards and risks to enable the children to thrive in a healthy and safe environment.

· Our Lead member of staff responsible for health and safety is: Megan Josselyn and Mica Robinson
· The member of staff is trained and competent to carry out these responsibilities.

· We display all relevant posters and information in the setting.

· We have Public liability insurance and employer’s liability insurance. The certificates are displayed in the entrance corridor.

Procedures
· Parents will be kept informed of all the latest, relevant information, through letters, posts on Facebook and Tapestry.

· Key information will be displayed in the setting corridor and on the parent display board outside.
· More in depth information about COVID-19 Coronavirus from Public Health England and GOV.UK
· Parents and carers (All adults – including staff) arriving at the Pre-School need to use the anti-bacterial hand gel.

· Parents or carers should not come to the Pre-School to drop off or collect their child if they are unwell. If someone else is sent to collect a child the parent or carer must let the setting know and use the child’s password. (This is a requirement of our Safeguarding policy).
· A parent or carer should not send a child to Pre-School if they are unwell.

· If a child is unwell at Pre-School we will contact a parent or carer to pick them up.
· If a child has a temperature of 37.8c or above, parents will be contacted to collect the child straight away and asked for the child to self-isolate and seek a PCR test. If positive they will need to isolate for 7 days and test via a LFD on days 6 and 7 if this is negative they can return on day 8.
· Staff and volunteers will maintain a strict hygiene routine in the setting, encouraging handwashing at every opportunity. Using tissues to wipe noses, using anti-bac, and ensuring a regular and thorough cleaning routine and sterilizing of toys and equipment.
· Staff who has to isolate will not be paid but can claim Statutory Sick Pay from Day one.

· If a family is forced to self -isolate due to the setting closure due to a positive case, management will share details of the Government help in this situation if they are eligible. 
· If a parent or child becomes unwell and anyone has had close contact with any of the exclusion zones they need to contact NHS 111 straight away – You are advised not to go to your GP. 

· Parent’s carers are required to inform themselves of the symptoms and signs of COVID-19.

· If anyone has been in contact with suspected case in our setting, no restrictions or special control measures are required while laboratory test results for COVID-19 are awaited.
· There will be no need to close our setting, until we are contacted by the Local Public Health England Protection team to discuss any individuals and advise us on any actions or precautions to be taken.

· If there is a confirmed case a comprehensive risk assessment will be undertaken in partnership with the local Health Protection Team. This will be a local decision based on various factors such as setting size and pupil mixing.
· It is a legal requirement to inform Ofsted of a positive case and of any closure. Tell Ofsted if you have a COVID-19 incident at your childcare business - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) guidance can be found on this link.
If children, parents staff and volunteers who are a contact with a confirmed case of COVID-19 

· The definition of a contact includes;

· Any child, parent or staff member in close face-to-face or touching contact.

· Talking or being coughed on for any length of time, while the individual is symptomatic.

· Anyone who has cleaned up any bodily fluids e.g. changed nappies, wiped noses.
· Guidance on next steps should a positive case be reported to the setting can be obtained by calling the DfE Helpline on 0800 046 8687 and selecting option 1 for advice on the action to take in response to a positive case. 
Contacts are not considered cases if they are well, they are very unlikely to have spread the infection to others, however:

· Required to test daily for 7 days..

· They will be actively followed up the Health Protection Team.

· If they wish to not have a PCR they will need to isolate for the 7 days, should the child develop any symptoms within their 7-day observation period they should call NHS 111 for assessment.
Self-Isolation

· Where a child remains well throughout the self-isolation period we would make arrangements with parents and carers to try to facilitate extra sessions for their child to make up time lost.
· If a child is unwell during the period the child would not be eligible for flexible additional sessions as the child would not have been able to attend the setting due to ill health

· Guidelines from Public Health England will advise the setting about how to carry out a deep clean and if the setting should be closed temporarily.
Admitting children and staff back to the setting
The child or staff member who tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) can return to their normal routine and stop self-isolating if they meet the following conditions:

· they have finished their isolation period and their symptoms have gone and test negative on days 6 and 7.
· they continue to have only a residual cough or anosmia. This is because a cough or anosmia can last for several weeks once the infection has gone

· they have a negative PCR test result after having a positive LFD test

The child or staff member should not return if they still have a high temperature after 7 days or are otherwise unwell, they are advised to stay at home and seek medical advice. 

· It is not a requirement to see proof of a negative result, when welcoming back after a period of self -isolation. 

· In most cases there will be an agreement that if a child is unwell they will not attend and it is at the discretion of management if they feel the child should not attend they are in their right to refuse to ensure the safety of the pre-school community.
Settling in new children and visitors
· Visitors are not recommended at this time, however for viewing the setting and essentials works they can come in. visitors that are viewing the setting will need to wear a mask, only be inside the setting for 15mintues and socially distance from any children and staff in the setting.
· Should a visitor need to be in setting for example for a second interview, they will be required to have a lateral flow test and mostly be in the garden during this time or wear a mask, social distance in a ventilated room.
· If a parent needs to come in with their child for settling in reasons, they must only be in the garden and wear a mask, our pre-school children will be inside during this time. 
· Where possible we limit the time of parents staying in the garden and do this a few times depending on how the child settles.

· Staff must keep their distance from parents and wear a mask in the garden.

· A record should be kept of any visitors to the setting.

· Parents must avoid contact with other children

· Visitors must be aware of the systems of controls.

· Should a student assessor need to attend they will be required to have a lateral flow test, the observation will be carried out in the garden, the tutor must wear a mask and use the anti-bacterial gel provided and be aware of the systems of control and avoid contact with the children and social distance from staff. 

Social Distancing (see current guidance January 22nd 2022)
· The Department for Education (DfE) has published guidance on social distancing for childcare settings. This sets out the measures to minimize the risk of transmission of coronavirus whilst children are being well cared for (DfE 2020d).

· DfE has provided guidance which the setting will adhere to, particularly when more children return to the pre-school on June 1st 2020. 
· Some staff, parents and carers may be eligible for a one-off Test and Trace support payment of £500. This is payable in one lump sum from your local authority. We will provide you with the relevant supporting documents for this if required and you are eligible.
Mental Health and Well-being (updated January 2022)
· A Lead and Deputy have been appointment for Well-Being in the setting. Rhiannon Grimsey. Continuous Training will be undertaken to ensure that children and staff get the support they need to maintain their health and well-being.

· Parents have been sent information to read to support their children at home – this will be on-going. There are links and contacts for professional help, for parents and carers.

· Staff are supported with regular supervisions and are provided with information that contains further links to professional help and support.
Lateral Testing for staff (updated January 2022)

Carrying out the tests
Staff are being supplied with lateral flow device (LFD) test kits to self-swab. Staff are asked to take their test kits home and carry out daily due to being critical workers.
The tests should be:

· taken before going to the workplace to minimise the risk of introducing infection

· Staff returning to work after a period of leave should take an LFD test on day 6 and 7 and these must be negative and the staff member must be symptom free.
· Reporting results

The LFD test will give a result in around 30 minutes. Staff must report their result (whether positive, negative or void) to NHS Test and Trace as soon as the test is completed either online or by telephone as per the instructions in the home test kit.
 Staff should also share their result with Pre-school (whether positive, negative or void) to help with contact tracing.
·  Testing is not mandatory for staff and staff do not need to provide proof of a negative test result to attend pre-school in person, although participation in testing is strongly encouraged.
Staff with positive results
Staff with a positive LFD test result will need to:

· self-isolate in line with the stay-at-home guidance
· arrange a polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test to confirm the result.
·   If the PCR test is negative, it overrides the self-test LFD test and the staff member can return to the early years setting. 
Negative results

· Staff with a negative LFD test result can continue to attend pre-school and support the implementation of the routine system of controls already in place in educational settings.
Role of the asymptomatic testing programme

The testing programme is an important addition to supporting leaders to maintain the continuity of education through the pandemic. It remains imperative that the system of controls continues to be rigorously applied to enable the safest possible environment. Even if you test negative, you should continue to follow national and local rules and guidelines including:

· regular handwashing

· social distancing

· wearing a face covering where required

The asymptomatic testing programme does not replace the current testing policy for those with symptoms. Anyone with symptoms (even if they recently had a negative LFD test result), should still follow government guidance to self-isolate immediately.
Promote and engage with the NHS Test and Trace process
Staff members, parents and carers will need to:

· book a test if they or their child has symptoms - the main symptoms are:

· a high temperature

· a new continuous cough

· a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste

· self-isolate immediately and not come to the setting if:

· they develop symptoms

· they have been in close contact with someone who tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19)

· anyone in their household, support or childcare bubble develops symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19)

· they are required to quarantine having recently visited countries outside the common travel area
· they have been advised to isolate by NHS test and trace or the PHE local health protection team

· provide details of anyone they have been in close contact with, if they test positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), or if asked by NHS Test and Trace

· If you have 2 or more confirmed cases within 14 days, or an overall rise in sickness absence where coronavirus (COVID-19) is suspected, you may have an outbreak.
· We should call the dedicated advice service who will escalate the issue to your local health protection team where necessary and advise if additional action is required. We can reach them by calling the DfE Helpline on 0800 046 8687 and selecting option 1 for advice on the action to take in response to a positive case.
Up to date guidance as of 28th February 2022
· The legal requirement for self-isolation has been removed. However as with any other infectious illnesses it is recommended to stay away from others and limit their social contacts.
· If a child/staff member present with Covid symptoms they will be sent home and advised to seek a home PCR and should not return for at least 3 days after the symptoms present. Children should remain at home for 48 hours after they have had a temperature and not needing infant paracetamol. 
· We will continue to disinfect toys and equipment daily in high touch areas, we have a cleaner at the end of every session clean to a high standard. 

· We will follow public health England advice should we encounter an increase in Covid cases. 

· We will continue to follow the guidance and if high cases this of the local authority. 

Up-to-Date information
· The setting keeps up-to-date with all the Government’s information and may revise our procedures in light of this; we will inform you of any changes.
· Please see latest risk-assessment (September 2020) attached to this policy.
· Please see latest risk assessment (January 2022) 

· Update 20th February 2023, no restrictions are in place and running of the setting is back to normal. We will continue the upkeep of hygiene procedures and ventilation within the building. If any changes happen we will refer back to the COVID policy. 
Further up-to-date guidance:

· Public Health England (https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england)

· GOV.UK (https://www.gov.uk)

· Department of Education https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
· https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care
Actions for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
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